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March
Lawrence Cutler, M.D.
Chairman, Board of Trustees
University of Maine
31 Grove Street
Bangor, Maine
Dear Dr. Cutler:
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Maine Civil
Liberties Union, I wish to commend the Board of Trustees and
-Chancellor McNeil for taking decisive action to safeguard the
the civil rights of. the members of the Wilde-Stein Club.
As you are no doubt aware, this is a matter of constitutional
stature involving the fundamental guarantees of freedom of
association and equal protection of the law. It is now well
established that, in allocating public university resources and
facilities, state officials cannot lawfully distinguish among
recognized student organizations on the basis of the aims and
purposes of the group, no matter how controversial they may be.
We are gratified, therefore, that your decision has assured
the Wilde-Stein Club equal rights to the use of the Hilltop
Conference Center, the library, the campus post office and othe r
facilities utilized by other recognized student groups.
Indeed,
we congratulate you for upholding the Constitution in the face
of considerable public and political pressure to do otherwise.
Sincerely yours,

G~2,·~-l.M
Gilbert Zicklin
President, Board of Directors
Maine Civil Liberties Union
cc: Chancellor Donald McNeil
President Howard Neville
GZ:af
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The Maine Civil Liberties Union (MCLU) is an affiliate of the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). We are a nonprofit, politicctlly nonpartisan
membership-supported organization devoted exclusively to the defense and
extension of the Bill of Rights.
Here in Maine and across the country, the Civil Liberties Union works
in the courts, legislative bodies and the forum of public opinion for the
rights of freedom of expression and association, equality, due process of
law and privacy guaranteed to all the people by the Constitution of the
United States. Only the United States Department of Justice appears before
the Supreme Court with greater frequency and increasingly our efforts to
protect liberty are focused on the Congress, state legislatures, public
agnecies such as draft boards, school boards, welfare departments and local
governmental proceedings.
To insure independence of action, the Civil Liberties Union takes no
state or federal funds. Our work is supported entirely by the contributions
of more than 180,000 Americans and 600 Maine people and the efforts of many
volunteers. But the demand for our help far exceeds our resources. PLEASE
JOIN WITH US TODAY.
***********************
to get our help
to volunteer
to contribute

$15 Buie Membership
$25 Buie Joint Membership

S50 Sustaining Membership

tlCJO or more Sponsoring Member

ACLU membership automatically makes you
part of QQ!b the national organization,
your state affil iate and local chapters where

they exist.

'1000 or more Life Member

CONTACT:

ACLU values memberships among students, retired
pel"IOM and all who cannot afford Basic
Membership.
.., $5 Limited Income Member

MCLU 193 Middle St.
...
Portland, Me. 04111
...
phone: ( 20 7) 774-5444

Make your check payable to:

AMERICAN CIVIL LllERTIES UNION

Membership entitles you to the state and
national newsletters (for which $1 . of your
contribution is allocated), the Annual Report,
other ACLU publications and voting
privileges in your state annual election of
individuals to the Board of Directors.

